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All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
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1 . [3 This communication is responsive to 09/14/2005 . 

2. The allowed claim(s) is/are 1 -3.8-1 5.20-24.29-36 and 38-41 . 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 
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(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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Applicant's Response 



1 



In Applicant's Response dated September 14, 2005, Applicant arguments are persuasive. 



All objections and rejections previously set forth are withdrawn. 



Allowable Subject Matter 



2 



Claims 1-3,8-15,20-24,29-36 and 38-41 are allowed. 



3 



The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance 



Claims 1, 22, 40 and 41 

The closest prior art is Easty et al. (U.S. Patent No 6,448,987 B1) teaches a method and 
system for displaying menu structures in a set of concentric circles where the outer circle 
comprises the first set of circumferentially displayed menu items, which upon user selection the 
menu displays a second inner circle of menu items inside the first circle with related content. 
Easty further teaches that additional menus can be employed as a third inner ring in the circle. 
Easty teaches a highlighting indicator to show the users selections on either ring. The selections 
on the inner ring are animated as a sequential highlighting process is employed for showing the 
location of the selected item on the second ring as it relates to the first ring selection. Further, 
Easty teaches the content within the menu items is dynamically determined and can comprise 
any number of sub-content categories. 

Easty fails to teach where a user makes a first selection on the first circle of menu items 
and the first menu is rotated to align with an indicator and when the user makes a selection on 
the second inner circle of menu items that the second menu is rotated to align with the same 
selection indicator and where the selections always define a radially-aligned path through the 
first and second menus, as recited in the amended claims. The prior art of Ohkura et al (U.S. 
Patent No. 6,005, 601) teaches an electronic program guide where a series of cylinders are 
rotated in which the program guide content is displayed on each cylinder and the cylinders 
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content is aligned with other cylinders content in the form of an animated spinning of wheels to 
present a given days programming. Ohkura was used by the examiner in the prior final rejection 
to teach a radial alignment option because in the broadest reasonable interpretation the menus of 
Ohkura could be interpreted as presenting radial menus if the reference point is from the center of 
the cylinder. However in light of the amended claims and the applicants arguments, the prior art 
Ohkura does not expressly teach a radial alignment selection path through a first and selection 
menus as defined by the applicant (see arguments page 14, Para 2, lines 1-5) where the user 
selects a first menu item and the menu rotates to the fixed indicator. In contrast, Ohkura teaches 
the user rotates the menu to a highlighted area. Further, Ohkura teaches the rotation of a second 
menu again through user movement and not the menu rotating to align with a fixed selection 
indicator based on user selection. 



Claims 2-3,3-15, 20-21, 23-24, 29-36 and 38-39: 

These claims are dependent upon Claims 1, and 22 and are thus allowable. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the payment 
of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue fee. 
Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Steven B. Theriault whose telephone number is (571) 272-5867. The examiner 
can normally be reached on M-F 7:30 - 4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Weilun Lo can be reached on (571) 272-4847. The fax phone number for the organization where 
this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be 
obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-directuspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



SBT 



